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EXAM Level Three Listening (Part One – Section A)


Listen to the first section of a radio programme in which Julia Delany, the famous crime writer, talks about her work to radio presenter, Stefan Simmons. For questions 1 – 5, choose the correct answer A, B or C. You will hear Section A TWICE. You have one minute to read the questions for Section A.

1. According to the interview, Julia Delany

A. has reached the peak of her popularity.

B. has an ever-increasing readership.

C. is happy to rest on her laurels.

2. Julia Delany’s characters are

A. an amalgam of the people she meets.

B. almost entirely products of her imagination.

C. based on real-life criminals.

3. Stefan thinks

A. there are no limits to the murder plots available.

B. authors need to come up with ever more inventive murder plots.

C. the number of murder plots an author can use is finite.

4. In the newspaper stories cited, the murderers are motivated by

A. greed and envy.

B. obsession and mistrust.

C. acquisitiveness and passion.

5. When she writes her novels, Julia

A. has worked out all the plot details beforehand.

B. has no idea how the plot will develop.

C. introduces minor changes throughout the writing process.

Remember to transfer your answers to the optical mark form.
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EXAM Level Three Listening (Part One – Section B)


Listen to the second section of a radio programme in which Julia Delany and Stefan Simmons continue their discussion about crime fiction. For questions 6 – 10, choose the correct answer A, B or C. You will hear Section B TWICE. You have one minute to read the questions for Section B.

6. Julia states that, for her, the process of writing a novel is

A. a solitary activity.

B. an uplifting experience.

C. highly addictive.

7. On completing a novel, Julia

A. heaves a sigh of relief.

B. feels a sense of bereavement.

C. turns her attention to household matters.

8. Julia’s husband, Max, is described as

A. an invalid.

B. a tower of strength.

C. an army officer.

9. According to Julia, her character, Inspector Hugo Hughes,

A. will be bumped off before too long.

B. can be ranked alongside Sherlock Holmes.

C. has a secure future ahead of him.

10. Stefan, the interviewer,

A. gives Julia the lion’s share of the discussion.

B. asks a series of incisive questions.

C. appears overbearing and opinionated.
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EXAM Level Three Listening (Part Two)


Listen to three conversations and for questions 11 – 20, choose the correct answer A, B or C. You will hear each conversation TWICE. You have two minutes to read the questions.

Conversation One

11. Minnie’s symptoms include

A. lack of energy and loss of appetite.

B. fatigue and vomiting.

C. coughing and fur loss.

12. The vet thinks that Minnie

A. is in good condition for a cat of her age.

B. is suffering from a terminal illness.

C. will soon be restored to health.

13. The owner’s attitude to Minnie can be described as

A. detached.

B. sentimental.

C. tolerant.

Conversation Two

14. When Richard first hears about the holiday, he is

A. quite positive.

B. bored.

C. aggressive.

15. When Jenny tells Richard about Sue and Jeff, she

A. is surprised by his reaction.

B. tries to play down the information.

C. expects him to be upset.

16. Richard feels that

A. Jenny has put him in a difficult position.

B. Sue and Jeff are equally boring.

C. Jenny should know how his attitude to Sue and Jeff.

17. According to Richard,

A. Helen and Edward will understand the situation.

B. it is up to Jenny to sort out the problem.

C. Jenny can go to Portugal on her own.
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Conversation Three

18. According to Vanessa, the split between Angela and Tim is

A. a bolt from the blue.

B. of complete indifference to her.

C. only to be expected.

19. During the meal at the restaurant, Vanessa felt

A. shocked.

B. embarrassed.

C. insulted.

20. It appears from Vanessa’s comments that she

A. blames Tim for the split.

B. has not much time for Angela.

C. sympathises with Angela.
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EXAM Level Three Reading (Part One)


Read the text about obsolete gadgets and for questions 21 – 28, choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

Staying Power

The British Museum recently launched a nation-wide search to find the oldest working television set in the country. After whittling down the numerous contenders, a winner has finally been tracked down to a house in London. The set, a 1936 Marconiphone, belongs to Jeff Black, an engineer and collector of antique TVs and radios. He believes that his beloved device is contemporaneous with the launch of the BBC’s first television transmissions and could well have received the first ever TV programme in the UK.

To all intents and purposes resembling a wooden cabinet with its walnut veneer and Art Deco inlays, this 73-year-old TV set looks more like an attractive piece of furniture than an electrical appliance. The technology, very crude by today’s standards, is based on a cathode ray tube which is mounted vertically inside the cabinet. The image from the cathode ray appears on a 30cm screen and is reflected onto a viewing mirror fixed to the underside of the cabinet lid. You had to be fairly well-heeled to afford one of these early TV sets with their £60 price tag (about £11,000 in today’s money) and even after such an outlay, there were only two hours of broadcasting per day, so it was hardly value for money! The controls were simple, an on/off switch and a volume control and no channel changer as there was only one channel.

Television was such a novelty in the 1930s that the whole neighbourhood would come over to watch and cram into someone’s living room, craning their necks to get a glimpse of the tiny black and white screen. Even without the neighbours, watching TV was hardly plain sailing. The new technology was very temperamental and the TV repair man would have been an all-too-frequent visitor. Also, because the cathode ray tube required such a high voltage to function, it could be very dangerous. In fact, these early sets were prone to blow up and even became known as ‘widow makers’.

Jeff is longing to restore the electronics in his set to their true 1936 magnificence. Originally, TV screens comprised 405 lines, a system which lasted until 1964 when 625 lines were introduced, but with a bit of electronic wizardry, Jeff can watch modern digital TV on his set. He prefers to watch old movies, just as the original owners did before television became as ubiquitous as it is today.

It’s not just ancient televisions that attract such loyalty. Other searches have unearthed a 1931 fridge still going strong, a 1947 gas cooker in daily use and a 1953 vacuum cleaner still hoovering up the dust. Why do people hang onto ancient appliances for so long? Certainly not because they are cheaper to run, as older models are far less energy efficient than today’s versions, and the cost of repairs and spare parts can be prohibitive. Undoubtedly, modern devices are not built to last and fall to pieces while older, more robust models function well beyond their life expectancy. Obviously durability is crucial but for many, the associated memories are more important. Owners not only trust the appliance’s performance, but are also reminded of the family member from whom it was
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inherited. Just think how much smaller the world’s rubbish tips would be if everyone copied Jeff and his ilk!

21. The oldest TV set in Britain was discovered

A. through a survey.

B. by accident.

C. in a national competition.

D. by a process of elimination.

22. According to the text, many people in 1936

A. may have thought that TV sets were items of furniture.

B. were priced out of the market.

C. found the technology too complicated.

D. thought the programmes were of poor quality.

23. Cram in paragraph 3 can best be replaced in the text by

A. pack.

B. stuff.

C. ram.

D. shove.

24. Owning a TV in the 1930s could be regarded as

A. a means of expanding your circle of friends.

B. a total waste of money.

C. a way to enhance your social status.

D. a risky undertaking.

25. Jeff’s enjoyment of his TV set comes mostly from

A. tracking down original components.

B. its historical significance.

C. tinkering with the inner workings.

D. its technical specifications.

26. According to the text, people use obsolete products despite their

A. inefficiency.

B. expensive maintenance.

C. outmoded technology.

D. unreliability.

27. The main attraction of older products lies in their

A. low running costs.

B. value as a keepsake.

C. attractive design.

D. functionality.

28. The writer seems to regard the owners of these older products as

A. harmless eccentrics.

B. reactionaries.

C. potential eco-warriors.

D. nerds.

Remember to transfer your answers to the optical mark form.
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EXAM Level Three Reading (Part Two)


Read the text about diamonds and for questions 29 – 35, choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

Blood Diamonds

A dewy-eyed young couple linger in a jeweller’s shop and after much deliberation, finally emerge with that pledge of eternal love, a diamond engagement ring. They walk off, hand in hand, blissfully unaware that the pricey bauble glittering on the girl’s left hand could have come into their possession through a welter of murder, slave labour, mutilation and brutal civil war. It is possible that the lovers may have seen the 2006 film, Blood Diamond which starred Leonardo di Caprio and depicted the reality of the diamond wars in Sierra Leone in a chillingly graphic way, but perhaps a cynic might say the young couple are too much in love to care.

Across vast stretches of Africa: Sierra Leone, Congo, Ivory Coast, Angola, diamonds fuel conflict. The story is basically the same, rebel factions launch assaults on governments and fund their activities by taking control of the diamond fields and forcing local people to mine the diamonds, often in appalling conditions. The rough diamonds are smuggled out of the country and sold on the world market and, once polished, they become indistinguishable from other diamonds from legitimate sources.

Take the situation in Angola where recently a ceasefire was agreed.The Angolan rebel group, Unita, led by Jonas Sivimbi, controlled one of the largest veins of diamonds on earth. Unita seized control of Angola’s richest diamond territory and made themselves the wealthiest rebel group in Africa. Diamond money paid for Unita’s devastating offensives in the 1990s and elevated Angola’s civil war to a new plateau of savagery. Sivimbi personally haggled with international arms dealers, paying for massive shipments of weaponry with little bags of diamonds. With the government in disarray, a million Angolans were killed, land mines maimed thousands and four million citizens were rendered homeless.

In 2000, the United Nations finally succumbed to pressure to intervene in the situation and placed an embargo on Angolan diamonds. Despite these efforts, Angolan diamonds somehow find their way onto the world market and horrific atrocities continue unabated. The diamond industry itself is now trying to block what are known as ‘conflict’ diamonds from reaching the market and in 2003 they introduced an initiative known as the Kimberley Process. Under this system, responsible diamond-exporting countries such as South Africa issue a certificate with every rough diamond they produce, attesting that the diamonds are ‘conflict-free’. In addition, all sectors of the diamond industry have agreed to a voluntary code of practice, whereby a system of warranties tracks the diamond right up to the point of sale so that the end-customer can be reassured they are not buying a piece of jewellery tainted with blood.

Given the loopholes in the system, success has so far been patchy and much more rigorous enforcement system is urgently needed. A recent survey of London jewellers found that only 18% knew about the conflict diamond policy.even though diamond sales are booming. It is only when all young lovers,
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looking for that perfect engagement ring, ask the retailer a few sharp questions about the provenance of the diamond that the trade in conflict diamonds will finally cease. Remember, “Ask before you buy!”

29. In the first paragraph, the writer suggests that the lovers display

A. deliberate callousness.

B. wilful ignorance.

C. lack of awareness.

D. selfishness.

30. The writer maintains that

A. diamonds are the cause of all Africa’s problems.

B. African governments have lost control of diamond extraction.

C. diamonds provide rebel groups the wherewithal to pursue their aims.

D. people who buy diamonds have blood on their hands.

31. The writer states that in the war in Angola

A. a stalemate has been reached.

B. the objective was to control the diamond-producing areas.

C. Unita seem to be prevailing.

D. government power has been seriously undermined.

32. The United Nations, with regard to Angola,

A. acted promptly and decisively.

B. supported the government forces.

C. seemed reluctant to get involved.

D. was totally ineffectual.

33. Tainted in paragraph 4 can best be replaced by

A. stained.

B. soiled.

C. dyed.

D. infected.

34. The Kimberley Process has been

A. enthusiastically adopted by the diamond industry.

B. applied in a piecemeal fashion.

C. responsible for increased sales of diamonds.

D. an inappropriate response to ‘conflict’ diamonds.

35. The writer’s response to the Kimberley Process is best described as

A. impatient.

B. annoyed.

C. cynical.

D. dismissive.
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EXAM Level Three Use of English (Part One)


For questions 36 – 45, choose the correct answer, A, B, C or D.

	36.
	You _______________ gone to the club last night. It was really good.

	
	A.
	might
	C.
	didn’t have

	
	B.
	ought to
	D.
	should have

	37.
	The lawyer urged his client ______________ his decision.

	
	A.
	reconsidering
	C.
	to reconsider

	
	B.
	to have reconsidered
	D.
	to be reconsidering


38. ____________ find my train ticket, would you let me know?

	
	A.
	If you would
	C.
	If you had

	
	B.
	Supposing you would
	D.
	Should you happen to

	39.
	______________ did anyone realise that she had already left.

	
	A.
	Little
	C.
	Soon

	
	B.
	Hardly
	D.
	Barely

	40.
	She looked around the new house in despair. She ________________

	
	decorate it throughout before she could move in.

	
	A.
	must have to
	C.
	will have to

	
	B.
	would have to
	D.
	ought to have

	41.
	I’ve worked in this industry for twenty years so I _______________

	
	orders from people younger than me.
	

	
	A.   am not to take
	C.
	am not used to taking

	
	B.   would not have taken
	D.
	have not taken

	42.
	It’s high time, young man, that ____________________________.

	
	A.   you get your hair cut
	C.
	you have got your hair cut

	
	B.   you will get your hair cut
	D.
	you got your hair cut

	43.
	__________________we were all sitting down, did the meal begin.

	
	A.
	Not until
	C.
	No sooner

	
	B.
	Only then
	D.
	Hardly

	44.
	________________________remember where I put my car keys.

	
	A.   I hope I could
	C.
	If only I am able to

	
	B.   I wish I could
	D.
	I wish I would

	45.
	You would still have been late ___________ I had given you a lift.

	
	A.
	even if
	C.
	even when

	
	B.
	even though
	D.
	even so


Remember to transfer your answers to the optical mark form.
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EXAM Level Three Use of English (Part Two)

For questions 46 – 55, choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.


	46.
	Look. I’m not going to ___________________. Could you lend me

	
	some cash please?
	
	

	
	A.   be in the money
	C.   get credit for this

	
	B.   be out of pocket
	D.   beat about the bush

	47.
	After the accident he became extremely _______________. He

	
	seemed to go into his shell.
	
	

	
	A.
	forward
	C.
	withdrawn

	
	B.
	overdrawn
	D.
	inward

	48.
	Finally Harry __________________ a brilliant solution to the problem.

	
	A.
	came up to
	C.
	came down with

	
	B.
	came up with
	D.
	came down from

	49.
	The _______________________ at the church was larger than usual

	
	that Sunday.
	
	

	
	A.
	congregation
	C.
	body

	
	B.
	audience
	D.
	rally

	50.
	After the war, the ________________________ were punished for

	
	aiding and abetting the enemy.
	
	

	
	A.
	comrades
	C.
	collaborators

	
	B.
	allies
	D.
	compatriots

	51.
	I don’t want to give her the bad news so I’m going to ______________

	
	and not tell her.
	
	

	
	A.   let the cat out of the bag
	C.   play cat and mouse

	
	B.   let sleeping dogs lie
	D.   kill two birds with one stone

	52.
	In the worst case __________________ many species will simply

	
	become extinct.
	
	

	
	A.
	situation
	C.
	state of affairs

	
	B.
	ending
	D.
	scenario

	53.
	Her speech is really _________________. I think she’s very tired!

	
	A.
	slurred
	C.
	blurry

	
	B.
	abusive
	D.
	fuzzy

	54.
	Tommy’s broken the kitchen window. Now he’s _________________.

	
	A.
	out of it
	C.   taken in by it

	
	B.
	in for it
	D.
	seen it out

	55.
	I’d like to buy a new car. I’m _________________ part of my salary

	
	every month.
	
	

	
	A.
	setting about
	C.
	setting me back

	
	B.
	setting off
	D.
	setting aside


Remember to transfer your answers to the optical mark form.
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EXAM Level Three Use of English (Part Three)


For questions 56 – 65, read the text below and write ONE word in each blank space to make the passage grammatically correct and meaningful.

Genetically Modified Foods

We’ve all heard of genetically modified (GM) foods and most of us have an opinion about them. But how many of us have more than a (56)__________

knowledge of what GM foods really are and, in (57)__________ , whether they

are good for us or not?

GM foods were first put on the market in the early 1990s. They are made from crops that have been given specific traits (58)__________ genetic engineering.

An example of a GM food might be a type of strawberry that has been designed to survive in colder climates. The technique by which this process is (59)__________ out is complex. A gene that governs a desirable trait is identified

and isolated from another organism. Then a recipient plant is selected and the gene is inserted and incorporated into its genome. (60)__________ part of the

recipient plant, the newly inserted gene is identical to the plant’s natural genes and will function like any (61)__________ gene. If a strawberry plant is given a

gene from an alpine plant which is (62)__________ tolerant of cold, it may

improve the strawberry's (63)__________ to frost.

Genetically engineered crops and foods are controversial. Debate commonly focuses (64)__________ the long-term health effects for those who consume GM

foods. However, other concerns include environmental safety, ethics, environmental conservation and potential disruption, or (65)__________ possible

destruction of the food chain, to name but a few. Proponents claim the technology to be a boon for the human race, while critics believe it to be a potential health or ecological disaster.
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EXAM Level Three Use of English (Part Four)


For questions 66 – 75, read the text below and complete each gap with the correct form of the word at the end of the line. Do not write more than ONE word in each gap. Two examples are given below. Spelling mistakes will be penalised.

	
	
	Chess
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chess, which is a recreational and (0)
	COMPETITVE game, is
	0. COMPETE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	played by (00) ENTHUSIASTS in countries all over the world.
	It is
	00.
	ENTHUSIASM

	
	
	
	
	
	

	(66)__________ the most widely-played game in existence.
	
	66.
	DOUBT

	Sometimes  called  Western  chess  or
	international  chess
	to
	
	

	(67)__________ it from its predecessors and other chess varieties,
	67.
	DIFFERENT

	the current form of the game emerged in Southern Europe during
	
	

	the second half of the 15th century. The modern game is almost
	
	

	(68)_________ from this earlier form. Today, chess is played by
	68.
	DISTINGUISH

	millions of people and has almost (69)________ appeal.
	
	69.
	LIMIT

	The game is played on a square chequered chessboard with 64
	
	

	squares arranged in an eight-by-eight grid. At the start, each player
	
	

	controls sixteen pieces. The object of the game is to checkmate the
	
	

	king of your (70)__________, whereby the king is under immediate
	70.
	OPPOSE

	attack and there is no way to keep him out of danger on the next
	
	

	move. Chess strategy is concerned with the (71)__________ of
	71.
	APPRAISE

	chess positions several moves in advance.   A weaker player’s
	
	

	(72)__________ to do this will result in him or her ignoring threats
	72.
	ABLE

	and end in the (73)__________ of his or her king.
	
	73.
	DESTROY

	Mathematicians have devised various (74)__________ strategies
	74.
	THEORY

	for the game as well as numerous tactics and one of the goals of
	
	

	early computer scientists was to create a chess-playing machine.
	
	

	Today's chess is greatly influenced by the features of current chess
	
	

	computer programs. In 1997, Deep Blue became the first computer
	
	

	to  defeat  the  then  (75)__________  World  Champion,  Garry
	75.
	SUPREMACY

	Kasparov.
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EXAM Level 3 Use of English (Part Five)


For questions 76 – 85, complete the second sentence in each pair below so that it means the same as the first one. In each case, you must use the keyword given. Do not make any changes to the keyword and write no more than five words in total. Contractions (e.g. don’t) count as two words.

Example
I think that punishing James for being late just once is unfair.

Keyword:  hard

You are being too hard on James for being late just once.

76. a) I really regret that I did not stay in contact with more of my school friends.
Keyword: keeping

b) I regret _______________________ with more of my school friends.

77. a) It is quite possible that John will be late tonight because he’s really busy.
Keyword: more

b) It is ___________________________________ John will be late tonight because he’s really busy.

78. a) When I sat the exam, I had a really bad cold but the examiners made allowances for it.
Keyword: took

b) When I sat the exam, I had a really bad cold but the examiners

______________________________________.

79. a) Peter had no idea what was going to happen to him when he started his new job.
Keyword: store

b) Peter did not know what______________________________

for him when he started his new job.

80. a) My bag and some other things were stolen from my house last week.
Keyword: amongst

b) My bag, ________________________________from my house last week.

EXAM Level 3 C2 D
Page 14

This is a past paper which may be used for student preparation

81. a) I completely forgot to send her a birthday card and present.
Keyword: mind

b) It completely ___________________________________to send her a birthday card and present.

82. a) She talks about him almost every single day.
Keyword: by

b) Hardly ______________________________________ when she does not talk about him.

83. a) I usually drive home by myself but last night I was happy that Jane came with me.
Keyword: glad

b) I usually drive home by myself but last night Jane came with me and I ____________________________________ company.

84. a) I have only been abroad once and that was to Italy.
Keyword: apart

b) I have never been abroad ________________________________

once.

85. a) John and Mary have been married for the best part of sixty years.
Keyword: almost

b) It is __________________________John and Mary got married
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EXAM Level 3 Writing


Write an essay on ONE of the following options. Write between 300 – 350 words in English. USE THE SEPARATE WRITING ANSWER BOOKLET.

1. “Due to technological advances, we are now able to contact more people more easily than ever before. Despite this, the quality of our communication has never been lower.” Write an essay examining this statement.
2. “Computer games immerse their players in a reality where appalling violence and crude gender stereotypes are the norm and actions are carried out in a moral vacuum.” How far do you agree with this critique of computer games? Write an essay setting out your viewpoint.
3. “People in richer countries are more unhealthy now than ever before, despite the availability of advanced healthcare.” How far do you agree with this statement? Write an essay stating your views.
END OF PAPER
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