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EXAM Level 2 Listening (Part One – Section A)
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You will hear Peter Brown, a government minister, talking to Lesley Walker, an education reporter, about the teaching of Mandarin in England. For questions 1 – 5, choose the correct answer A, B or C. You will hear Section A TWICE. You have one minute to read the questions for Section A.
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1. Lesley seems to think that children in England A. should learn non- European languages.
B.  are already studying sufficient languages.

C.  should study an additional European language.

2. Peter believes the world has changed because of A. increased international business.
B. government education initiatives. C. technical innovations.

3. According to Peter, British children need to learn Chinese because A. British trade with China will increase in coming years.
B.  Britain is currently losing business with China.

C.  Britain is behind other countries in language learning.

4. Teachers will be trained in Mandarin

A. over one summer.

B. by English speakers of Mandarin.

C. on a joint Anglo-Chinese programme.

5. The whole programme is funded by A. The UK government.
B. Chinese ministers. C. UK businesses.

C1 SimulationA
3

This is a past paper which may be used for student preparation

EXAM Level 2 Listening (Part One – Section B)
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You will hear Lesley Walker, an education reporter, talking to Maria Grant, a head teacher at a London secondary school, about plans to introduce Chinese Mandarin lessons into the school curriculum. For questions 6 – 10, choose the correct answer A, B or C. You will hear Section B TWICE. You have one minute to read the questions for Section B.

6. Lesley questions the

A. practicality of the proposal.

B. benefits of learning Mandarin.

C. competence of the teachers.

7. Maria is very concerned that

A. parents will feel isolated.

B. students will not achieve good grades.

C. pupils will be put under too much pressure.

8. The major difficulty with learning Mandarin Chinese is with the

A. spoken form.

B. written form.

C. grammar system.

9. Maria thinks that the challenge will be in

A. encouraging pupils to learn Mandarin.

B. getting support from school managers.

C. overcoming considerable obstacles.

10. Maria’s response to the government’s initiative shows she

A. is opposed to many aspects of the scheme.

B. recognises the merits of the scheme.

C. believes further research is essential.
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EXAM Level 2 Listening (Part Two)
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Listen to three conversations and for questions 11 – 20, choose the correct answer A, B or C. You will hear each conversation TWICE. You have two minutes to read the questions for Part Two.

Conversation One

11. Jeff’s first reaction is

A. disbelief.

B. excitement.

C. concern.

12. Jeff becomes more interested when he realises the car is A. economical.
B. fashionable.

C.  environmentally friendly.

13. Steve says that

A. there are very few electric cars available.

B. electric cars are very easy to recognise.

C. there is a surprising number of electric cars on the road.

Conversation Two

14. Paul

A. does not normally go to the gym.

B. was surprised to see Amanda at the gym.

C. regularly met Amanda at the gym.

15. Paul thinks Amanda’s membership deal is

A. overpriced.

B. too limited.

C. value for money.

16. When Paul hears about the badminton teacher, he

A. cannot remember him at all.

B. has a vague recollection of his name.

C. remembers him from school days.
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Conversation Three

17. Meg knows about the band because

A. she has heard the lead singer on the radio.

B. the lead singer comes from her home town.

C. her mum has links with the lead singer’s family.

18. Meg explains that

A. the band are very successful now.

B. a band member had limited success earlier.

C. the band are completely unknown.

19. The ‘Neighbourhood’ performance will

A. take place near where Tony’s brother lives.

B. continue for three days.

C. be in the middle of the three-day event.

20. Tony and Meg

A. share the same musical tastes.

B. are not really fans of indie music.

C. are both looking forward to the indie concert.
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EXAM Level 2 Reading (Part One)


Read the text about mobile phones and bees, and for questions 21 – 28, choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

Mobile Phones and the Disappearing Bees

Bees, as we know, live in highly organised colonies with a queen bee at the centre. In this ordered world, the worker bees perform specific tasks; foraging for food, storing honey, looking after the eggs and juveniles (larvae) or guarding the hive from intruders. In recent years, beekeepers have been reporting a strange phenomenon which is having a devastating effect on bee populations across the world. From Greece to Kenya, from America to China, bees are dying in alarming numbers.

Bees are arguably the most essential insects in food production as most of the world’s crops depend on bees for pollination. Their widespread disappearance is therefore alarming, especially in the light of global population increases. So what is happening to the bees? The strange condition which is having such a negative influence is known as Colony Collapse Disorder or CCD. A hive's inhabitants suddenly disappear, leaving behind only the queen and the eggs and larvae which soon die without the attention of the worker bees. The vanished bees are never found, but it is thought they die alone, far from home. Another strange aspect is that abandoned hives are normally immediately taken over by other bees but when a colony dies of CCD, no other insects will go near the hive.

Nobody really knows what causes CCD. Speculative theories have focussed on genetically modified foods, pesticides and global warming but research findings have failed to provide any conclusive evidence. Currently, one of the most popular theories is that electromagnetic radiation, given off by mobile phones, is responsible for CCD. It is known that bees can detect low-frequency magnetic fields, which they use for finding their way back to the hive. The hypothesis is that radiation distorts the bees' navigation systems and they cannot find their way back home.

To test this theory, researchers fitted mobile phones to a hive and powered them up for short periods each day. After three months, the bees stopped producing honey, the queen bee’s egg-laying was halved, and the population dramatically reduced as fewer and fewer bees returned to the hive each day. Further research in Germany has shown that bees change their natural flight patterns when near overhead power lines and, as a result, miss the landmarks which guide them home.

If mobile phones are to blame, why are we only seeing this problem now? The advent of third-generation mobile phone systems, leading to a surge in demand and the installation of many more phone towers, has coincided with the current bee crisis. If the cause of CCD were biological or chemical, the spread of bee disappearance would be traceable from a single source. That is not the case. CCD hit each continent at roughly the same time. That suggests that the cause had to hit the continents at the same time as well. Mobile phones did just that! As the popularity of mobile phones increases, so does the need for more phone masts. As phone masts are built, bees disappear. It is not hard to make a connection.

Adapted from ‘The Independent’ April 15th 2007
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21.The most serious aspect of the disappearance of the bees is

A. the bee keepers’ loss of livelihood.

B. global famine and starvation.

C. economic collapse in developing countries.

D. the threat to successful crops.

22. The main characteristic of Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) is that the A. hive’s support systems collapse.
B. bee larvae are deformed. C. queen becomes infertile. D. hive is full of dead bees.

23. Abandoned in paragraph two can best be replaced in the text by

A. free.

B. isolated.

C. uninhabited.

D. endangered

24. According to the text, evidence that chemicals are responsible for CCD is A. overwhelming.
B. positive.

C. unconvincing. D. baseless.

25. Electromagnetic radiation affects the bees’

A. sense of smell.

B. homing mechanism.

C. ability to fly.

D. visual system.

26. According to the article it seems unlikely that CCD is a disease because A. it has only been around for a short time.
B. only the worker bees are affected.

C. it does not have an identifiable starting point. D. research has proven otherwise.

27. The writer appears to believe that the link between CCD and mobiles is A. without foundation.
B. highly probable. C. open to doubt. D. patently obvious.
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EXAM Level 2 Reading (Part Two)


Read the text about the British monarch, Queen Victoria, and for questions 28 – 35, choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

Queen Victoria

Queen Victoria is one of the most remarkable figures in British history. She became queen in 1837 and died in 1901, making her the longest-serving monarch ever to sit on the English throne. She was born in 1819, the niece of the childless King William IV. She led a sheltered life away from the court and had no expectations of becoming queen. Various male relatives stood between her and the Crown but all the potential male heirs died before the king; so on his death, Victoria, a modest, rather shy 18-year-old, found herself Queen of England.

In 1837, the monarchy was deeply unpopular and the country torn by political strife but Victoria managed to win the nation's affection and restore the prestige of the Crown as she moved from youthful queen to great-grandmother. At first she was very conscious of the heavy responsibilities of her office and painfully aware of her lack of experience and knowledge. She turned to the Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne, for advice and put her entire trust in him. Lord Melbourne, a 58-year-old widower who had lost his only child, had a fatherly affection for Victoria which only increased when she wholeheartedly adopted his own old-fashioned, conservative political leanings.

In 1840, Victoria married her cousin, the German, Prince Albert. As a foreigner, Albert was never really popular with the British public and it was only after he had been married to Victoria for seventeen years that he was even given an official title, the Prince Consort. Victoria and Albert were a devoted couple and produced nine children, many of whom later married into the royal families of Europe. When Albert died of typhoid in 1861, Victoria was devastated and never fully recovered from the loss of her beloved husband and dressed in black for the rest of her life.

During his lifetime, Prince Albert worked tirelessly to promote the arts and sciences He was the inspiration behind the Great Exhibition held in London in 1851, the first ever international exhibition of manufactured goods. This celebration of modern industrial technology and design attracted 17,000 exhibitors from around the world and six million visitors. The profits from the Great Exhibition, amounting to some €19 million in today’s money, were used to establish three of London’s greatest museums, the Victoria & Albert Museum, the Science Museum and the Natural History Museum, all of which are still going strong today.

Victoria presided over an era which has come to bear her name, the Victorian Age which started with horse-drawn carriages and ended with the aeroplane. It was characterised by extraordinary developments and inventions in every area of life, from postage stamps to railways, from sewage systems to electricity. In 1876, Victoria was created Empress of India which marked the high point of her power.

The celebration of her Golden (1887) and subsequent Diamond (1897) Jubilees, cemented Victoria’s place in the affections of her subjects. At her death in 1901, she
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had reigned for 63 years. She was laid to rest beside Albert and mourned by the entire nation.

28. The writer states that Queen Victoria

A. was very unpopular when she first became queen.

B. changed the British view of the monarchy.

C. argued with Lord Melbourne on policy.

D. had radical political views.

29. Conservative in paragraph 2 can best be replaced in the text by A. forceful.
B. traditional. C. democratic. D. dictatorial.

30. The writer suggests that the Queen’s marriage to her cousin

A. was not supported by her subjects.

B. ended the influence of Lord Melbourne.

C. was a very short-lived union.

D. was politically motivated.

31. According to the text, The Great Exhibition A. encouraged international political cooperation. B. enhanced Queen Victoria’s status overseas.
C.  owed much to the queen’s husband.

D.  enabled artists to display their work.

32. The success of the exhibition led to

A. economic development in Britain.

B. investment in arts and public buildings.

C. an increase in foreign trade.

D. closer political ties with other nations.

33. The writer suggests that Queen Victoria and Prince Albert

A. changed the face of British architecture.

B. tried to alter government policy.

C. championed British technology.

D. were a successful partnership.

34. The writer suggests that the major achievement of Victoria’s reign was A. the development of the arts.
B.  huge technological innovation.

C. the creation of wealth and prosperity. D. expansion of the colonies.

35. According to the writer Queen Victoria was

A. extrovert

B. apathetic.

C. responsive.

D. reserved.
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EXAM Level 2 Use of English (Part One)


For questions 36 – 45, choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

	36.
	I apologise for ____________ your birthday.

	
	A.  missed
	B.  had missed

	
	C.  having missed
	D.  miss

	37.
	By this time next week, the operation ____________ carried out.

	
	A.  will have been
	B.  will be

	
	C.  is
	D.  is being

	38.
	If you had remembered to bring a map, we ____________ our way.

	
	A.  wouldn’t be lost
	B.  wouldn’t have lost

	
	C.  had lost
	D.  wouldn’t lose

	39.
	She loved looking after her father’s horses, ____________?

	
	A.  wasn’t she
	B.  did she

	
	C.  didn’t she
	D.  was she

	40. John told me that he ____________ his brother the previous night.

	
	A.  was seen
	B.  had seen

	
	C.  was to see
	D.  would have seen

	41.
	Take a torch with you on the walk ____________ it gets dark early.

	
	A.  if
	B.  provided

	
	C.  as
	D.  on condition that

	42.
	The college has 1000 students, a third of ____________ are from overseas.

	
	A.  who
	B.  which

	
	C.  whose
	D.  whom

	43.
	Phil has some serious money problems. ____________, he is like most of us.

	
	A.  As a result
	B.  By this means

	
	C.  In this respect
	D. With regard to

	44.
	My teacher couldn’t find the homework sheet and ____________.

	
	A.  nor do I
	B.  neither did I

	
	C.  not me
	D.  neither could I

	45.
	The open air concert will take place ____________ it rains.

	
	A.  despite
	B.  whether

	
	C.  except
	D.  unless


C1 SimulationA
11

This is a past paper which may be used for student preparation

EXAM Level 2 Use of English (Part Two)


For questions 46 – 55, choose the correct answer A, B, C or D.

	46.
	The report ____________ of two witness statements.

	
	A. comprised
	B. contained

	
	C. consisted
	D. corresponded

	47.
	My great grandfather’s gold watch has become a family ____________.

	
	A. fossil
	B. artefact

	
	C. heirloom
	D. relic

	48.
	Everyone was casually dressed so it was a very ____________ affair.

	
	A. informal
	B. informed

	
	C. formative
	D. formal


49. Jack had never ridden a bike before so he was nervous from the ________.

A. outset B. set out C. set up D. upset

50. The singer’s illness meant the concert had to be ____________ until later.

A. cancelled B. stopped C. rescheduled D. postponed

51. My grandmother ____________ walking five miles to the nearest public phone box.

A. used to
B. use to

C. was used to
D. used

52. I know you are disappointed at failing your test, but you have to

____________ it.

A. get around
B. get over

C. get by
D. get off

53. This athlete had trained hard for months. ____________, he performed badly in the race.

	
	A. Moreover
	B. Alternatively

	
	C. Contrastingly
	D. Nevertheless

	54.
	I don’t know how you reached that conclusion. It’s completely __________.

	
	A. illicit
	B. illegible

	
	C. illogical
	D. illiterate

	55.
	Now he has retired he has decided to ____________ golf.

	
	A. take up
	C. take out

	
	B. take in
	D. take off
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EXAM Level 2 Use of English (Part Three)


For questions 56 – 65, in the passage below, write ONE word in each blank space to make the passage grammatically correct and meaningful.

Why go to University?

Gaining a degree can significantly increase and improve career prospects. There will (56)____________ only be a wider variety of career options to choose from once

you have a degree but you are likely to progress much faster up the career (57)____________. It would certainly be misleading to claim that a degree

guarantees employment (58)____________
an increasing number of organisations

require people to hold this prestigious qualification before they even agree to send out an (59)____________ form.

Students often choose to study at higher education level to further an (60)____________ in a particular subject they enjoyed at school or college. Some

professional careers, such as (61)____________ in medicine, nursing, architecture,

law and pharmacy, cannot be practised without a particular vocational degree. For all students, intensive engagement with their subject areas and a serious commitment to hard work will lead to excellent (62)____________.

A degree will not only give them in-depth knowledge of (63)____________ chosen

subject, but will also make students more employable, as they have developed skills such as communication, problem-solving and teamwork. University will also help students to build self-confidence and independence, and to develop their ability to stand on their own two (64)____________. Statistics show that (65)____________ earn significantly more than those without higher education qualifications.

Adapted from ‘ Why Go To University? ‘
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EXAM Level 2 Use of English (Part Four)


For questions 66 – 75, read the text below and complete the gap with the correct form of the word at the end of the line. Do not write more than ONE word in each gap. Spelling mistakes will be penalised. Two examples are given below.

	
	
	
	
	
	Easy Jet
	
	
	
	
	

	The Easy Jet Airline Company is a British airline which carries more
	
	

	passengers than any other in the United Kingdom. It operates domestic
	
	

	and (0)INTERNATIONAL scheduled services on 500 routes. Easy Jet
	0.NATION

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	also focuses on (00)ATTRACTING business passengers
	by offering
	00.ATTRACTION

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	them special services.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	This low-cost airline has its base north-east of London at Luton Airport,
	
	

	(66)_______________  frequent  services  for  leisure  and  business
	66.
	OPERATION

	passengers and serving more than 200 routes in Europe. The airline
	
	

	was established in 1995. Its early (67)_______________ strategy was
	67.
	MARKET

	based on 'making flying as (68)_______________
	as a pair of jeans'
	68.
	AFFORD

	and the airline urged the (69)_______________ public to 'cut out a
	69.
	TRAVEL

	travel agent'. Of course, this caused outrage in the travel industry.
	
	

	Despite (70) _______________ trying to introduce cheaper air travel
	70. SUCCEED

	previously, Easy Jet's
	determination finally paid off and its European
	
	

	routes paved the way for a boom in cheap air travel in the late 90s, a
	
	

	feat which would have seemed (71) _______________ just a few years
	71.IMAGINATION

	earlier. This has led to the (72)_______________ that Easy Jet , along
	72.
	ACCUSE

	with  other  budget  airlines,  has  contributed  significantly  to  global
	
	

	warming through carbon (73)_______________ from their aircraft.
	73.
	EMIT

	Easy  Jet’s  operations
	
	were  further  boosted
	in  2002
	with  the
	74. ACQUIRE

	(74)_______________   of  a  rival  low-cost  airline  and  it  is  now  the
	
	

	second-largest low cost (75)_______________ in Europe.
	
	75.
	CARRY
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EXAM Level 2 Use of English (Part Five)


For questions 76 – 85, complete the second sentence in each pair below so that it means the same as the first one. In each case you must use the keyword given. Do not make any changes to the keyword and write no more than five words in total in each blank space. Contractions (e.g. don’t) count as two words.

Example :
a) I think that punishing James for being late only once is unfair.

Keyword: hard

b) You are being too hard on James for being late only once.

76. a) The salesman explained that I could not return the item as I had no receipt.
Keyword: due

b) The item could not be returned _________________ I had no receipt.

77. a) I did not want to move house so I arranged for an extension to be built.
Keyword: instead

b) I arranged for an extension to be built __________________ house.

78. a) I have not eaten a single thing this morning.
Keyword: lips

b) Not a thing __________________ this morning.

79. a) It was raining but it seems to have stopped now.
Keyword: longer

b) It _____________________.

80. a) Her sore throat almost prevented her from speaking.
Keyword: hardly

b) Her throat was so sore she __________________speak.
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81. a) There are only two weeks left before we go on holiday.
Keyword: time

b) We will go on holiday __________________.

82. a) Now I am older I am really grateful for what my parents did for me.
Keyword: appreciate

b) I  __________________ my parents did for me until I was older.

83. a) I knew as soon as I saw him that he was a lawyer.
Keyword: glance

b) I knew __________________ that he was a lawyer.

84. a) The government says we will all gain from lower taxes.
Keyword: benefit

b) The government says lower taxes will be ______________ everyone.

85. a)  I think that the weather will get much colder next week.
Keyword: drop

b) I think there will be a __________________  next week.
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EXAM Level 2 Writing


Choose ONE of the following options. Write between 250 – 280 words in English. USE THE SEPARATE WRITING ANSWER BOOKLET

1. Tourism is a major industry and source of income for many countries. However, the benefits of tourism may be outweighed by the damage it causes to the local community and environment. Write an essay explaining why tourism is important for your country and some of the problems this creates for the local residents and the environment.
2. You are setting up a series of events to raise money for a charity. Write a letter to the manager of a local business. In it, explain what the charity is and why it is important, what activities you are planning to hold and when, and the type of help the manager might be able to give you. You do not need to write your address.
3. ‘It was the first time I had been to such an important festival, and I was really looking forward to the celebrations. I had no idea just how many things would go wrong’. Write a story about what happened when you went to the festival.
END OF PAPER
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